I am writing today to voice my concern over the recent contract termination of the Lake of the Woods Coordinator position in the Kenora office of the Ontario Ministry of the Environment.

Over the course of the past year, the International Joint Commission Taskforce spoke to more than 200 stakeholders throughout the Lake of the Woods watershed, including representatives of the Lake of the Woods District Property Owners Association and tabled their final report to the Canadian and US Commissioners July 2011.  Their recommendations include the creation of a bi-national and interprovincial management model to sustain the health of the lakes and rivers in the watershed, including Lake of the Woods.

One of the key partners identified in the report is the Ontario Ministry of the Environment (MOE).  

Since this report was made public, MOE eliminated the Lake of the Woods Coordinator; the single position in northwestern Ontario (Kenora) focused solely on the health and future sustainability of the Lake.

By cutting this position related specifically to the Lake of the Woods, the Ministry of the Environment and Ontario Provincial Government delivers a clear message indicating its lack of concern for the watershed and frankly a lack of understanding of the seriousness of the issue from both an interprovincial and international perspective.  The bi-national partnership being forged today via the efforts of the International Joint Commission will not be successful without involvement and long-term commitment at the provincial level.  

The Lake of the Woods District Property Owners Association is a strong advocate in northwestern Ontario and as members, we hold great care and concern for our watershed.  We are extremely disappointed with the recent decision to discontinue the important position of Lake of the Woods Coordinator and ask that consideration be given to its reinstatement in the Kenora MOE office. 

We look forward to your response on this matter and will continue to work hard for a satisfactory resolution. Our Lakes need our help. 

